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by long experience and many lessons. As a bird soaring
in the air dives into water to catch his prey, and then rises
again into his own habitat, so is it with the real man, the
spiritual being belonging to the higher worlds, who plunges
<lown to earth to gain the experience which is the nourish-
ment for the Spirit's unfolding and which he carries home
with him for assimilation into innate capacities and powers,
'mental and moral. When the experience of one life is
assimilated, he returns to the earth for another life, in
order to gain more.
He first comes to the earth and takes a body prepared
for him, generally the body of a savage, to learn the first
lessons of human experience. He then passes to the other
side of death and learns by the lessons of pain the errors
he has made, and by the lessons of enjoyment the right
thoughts and feelings he has had, while during the latter
part of that post-mortem life he assimilates what he has
gathered on earth. When that experience is assimilated,
he comes to earth again for further gain and enters a better
'body suited to his more unfolded condition. His real life
thus covers millions of years, and what we commonly con-
sider as his life is only a day in his life, as a life of about
sixty years in this world is ordinarily succeeded in the
higher worlds by a period of two to twenty times that
length according to development. Each life is a day at
school, and each time we return to earth, we resume our
lessons where we have left off before, aided by what we
have gained by home-study—study in heaven which is Jhe
home of the soul. The savage is just commencing his
human education, while a spiritually developed man is
nearing his graduation in this world-school. Some pupils,
being apt, learn quickly, while other egos are like dull boys
who take a longer time to learn their lessons. No pupil

